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THE 


TO 

MAYOR,  ALDERMEN  &HD  COUNCILLORS 

OF  THE 

YEOVIL  E OR OUCH  COUNCIL 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  hove  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the 

ye°r  1968, 

VITAL  STATISTICS 

Births 

The  total  number  of  live  births  during  the  year  was  395,  as 
compared  with  351  f or  the  previous  year.  The  Standardised  Birth  Rate 
was  15*8,  as  compared  with  14.6  for  the  previous  year.  The  rate  for 
England  and  Wales  was  16.9. 

Deaths 

The  number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  the  age  of  one  year  was 
A,  as  compared  with  3  for  the  previous  year*  The  Infant  Mortality  Rate 
(l.a.  deaths  under  1  year  per  1,000  live  births)  was  10,  as  compared 
with  9  for  the  previous  year.  The  rate  fop  England  and  Wales  was  18. 

The  Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  was  20.2,  as  compared  with  8  for  the 
previous  year.  The  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  25* 

The  Standardised  Death  Rate  6f  the  general  population  was 
10.5,  as  compared  with  10.2  for  the  previous  year.  The  rate  for 
England  Wales  was  25. 

Of  the  total  deaths  of  all  ages,  namely,  340,  178  occurred  in 
people  aged  75  years  and  over. 

As  in  previous  years  the  major  causes  of  death  were  Heart  Disease, 
133,  Vascular  lesions  of  he  nervous  system  (strokes)  52,  and  Cancer  45. 
With  regal'd  to  Heart  Disease,  110  were  ascribed  to  Ischaemic  Heart 
Disease  (Coronary  Disease).  Coronary  Disease  in  general  is  thought  of 
as  a  disease  which  attacks  adults,  mainly  men,  in  the  35  -  55  age  group, 
but  in  regard  to  men,  75 %  of  the  deaths  occurred  over  the  age  of  63 
years,  45%  being  over  the  age  of  75.  Similarly,  for  women,  of  the 
41  deaths,  91%  occurred  over  the  age  of  65,  70%  over  the  age  of  75. 

Lung  Cancer 

The  average  number  of  deaths  due  to  Lung  Cancer  for  the  past 
ten  years  was  9.3  Tor  men  and  1.8  for  women.  The  average  population 
for  the  Borough  was  24,865.  The  Cancer  Rate/million,  based  on  the  above 
figures  is  374  for  men,  end  for  women  72.  figures  for  England  and 

Wales  for  1968  were  1,011  and  197  respectively. 

Vascular  lesions  of  the  Nervous  System 

•r  • 

The  total  number  of  deaths  for  men  was  19,  74%  being  65  years 
and  over,  and  52.6  75  years  and  over.  For  women  the  total  number  of 
deaths  was  39,  92%  of  the  deaths  65  years  and  over,  and  70%  75  years  and 
over. 


Of  the  deaths  due  to  all  causes,  71%  were  65  years  and  over  for 
men,  and  for  women  84%  were  65  years  and  over.  The  conclusion  to  be 
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drawn  is  that  Yeovil  Borough  provides  a  healthy  environment,  and  that 
old  a  e  is  a  reasonable  expectation.  This  satisfactory  state  of  the 
health  of  the  community  however  poses  a  problem  of  accommodation  etc, 
for  the  elderly  section  of  the  community,  and  this  problem  is  becoming 
more  urgent.  The  provision  of  bungalows,  suitable  fl^ts,  with  or  with¬ 
out  Warden  supervision  by  the  Yeovil  Council,  the  provision  of  suitable 
Homes  by  the  County  Co  ncil,  and  adequate  geriatric  accommodation  by 
the  Hospital  Authority,  are  all  essential.  Hospital  accommodation  for 
the  elderly  is  provided  at  Summerlands  Hospital,  and  in  previous 
reports  I  have  made  reference  to  the  excellent  work  carried  out  by 
the  staff  under  extremely  adverse  conditions.  I  am  happy  to  report 
that  in  1  968  a  new  Summerlands  Hospital  was  opened,  the  general  lay¬ 
out,  standard  of  accommodation  and  medical  and  nursing  facilities 
vastly  superior  to  those  of  the  old  hospital.  There  is  one  criticism, 
namely,  that  the  old  hospital  provided  98  beds  and  the  new  hospital 
89,  the  inadequate  number  of  beds  is  reflected  in  the  waiting  list  of 
61.  This  defect  is  to  be  rectified  by  an  additional  26  beds  in  the 
near  future.  The  use  of  hospital  beds  and  Homes  for  Old  People  is 
recognized  as  a  second  best  policy  if  suitable  provision  can  be  made 
to  enable  elderly  prople  to  remain  in  their  own  homes  in  the  community. 
The  aim  of  Welfare  Workers,  Health.  Visitors,  District  Nurses,  and  last, 
but  not  least,  the  Home  Help  Service ^  is  designed  to  achieve  this  aim. 

In  addition  to  the  official  agencies,  help  is  also  afforded  by  voluntary 
organized  clubs  for  the  elderly  -  The  Windsor  Club  (Territorial 
Association  Hall),  the  Rainbow  Club  (Monmouth  Hall),  and  the  Queen's 
Club  (British  Legion  Hall),  all  of  which  meet  once  a  week  2  -  A*30  p.m. 

The  Meals  on  Wheels  Service,  organized  by  the  W.R.V.S.  is  a 
most  valuable  adjunct.  It  was  recognized  by  the  Yeovil  Guild  of  Social 
Services  tha>  despite  the  foregoing  facilities  there  was  still  a  lack 
of  provision  for  the  elderly.  A  Steering  Committee  was  set  up  by  the 
Guild  to  look  into  this  problem,  with  a  viewr  to  pioneering  a  Centre 
open  daily,  at  which  company,  nourishment  and  recreation  would  be  avail¬ 
able.  It  is  'common  knowledge  that  the  Yeovil  Day  Centre  Society  is  now 
in  being,  and  its  various  Committees  are  now  actively  at  work.  It  is 
hoped  that  the  Centre,  following  suitable  alterations,  etc.  at  the 
Victoria  Hall,  will  be  functioning  in  1970.  It  is  anticipated  that 
the  Centre  will  also  be  able  to  supply  the  meals  for  the  W.R.V.S.  Meals 
on  Wheels  Service,  so  making  provision  for  elderly  people,  who  for 
various  reasons,  e.g.  age,  distance  from  Centre,  etc.,  are  unable  to 
get  to  the  Centre. 

>  » 

Infectious  Diseases 

% 

The  number  of  cases  of  infectious  diseases  notified  was  92, 
as  compared  with  80  for  the  previous  year.  The  increase  was  mainly 
accounted  for  by  the  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  of  Measles 
notified,  80  in  1968,  as  compared  with  6 7  in  1967* 

Immunisation 

Consequent  upon  the  use  of  the  Computer  at  County  Hall,  all 
infants  and  children  are  now  referred  to  their  family  doctors  for 
immunisation.  The  Somerset  scheme  differs  from  that  of  the  West  Sussex 
County  scheme  and  the  W/est  Riding  trial  scheme,  which  permits  parents 
to  choose  whether  they  wish  the  immunisations  to  be  carried  out  by  the 
family  doctor,  or  by  a  County  Medical  Officer  working  at  a  Clinic,  or 
in  the  case  of  school  children,  at  the  school  the  child  attends.  It  is 
hoped  that  figures  showing  the  number  of  children  immunised  etc.  by  the 
various  doctors  in  the  town  will  be  available,  from  which  an  approximate 
state  of  immunisation  can  be  assessed. 
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HEALTH  CENTRES 


A  joint  meeting  of  Yeovil  General  Practitioners,  the 
Chairman  of  the  Medical  Executive  Committee  and  the  County  Medical 
Officer  of  He a  th  was  held  in  September,  1968,  and  the  provision  of 
a  Health  Centre  for  Yeovil  was  discussed.  Approximately  two  thirds 
of  the  Practitioners  present  indicated  their  willingness  to  transfer 
their  surgeries  to  the  proposed  Health  Centre.  There  appears  no 
immediate  urgency  for  a  Health  Centre,  but  both  Council  members  and 
the  public  are  aware  of  the  traffic  conditions  of  King  George  Street 
and  South  Street.  Road  widening  of  South  Street  would  involve  the 
demolition  of  80  South  Street,  the  surgery  premises  of  Dr.  D.  Gower 
and  Partners.  The  population  dependent  on  this  surgery  is  approximately 
12  to  13  thousand,  and  unless  adequate  alternative  accommodation  is 
available,  considerable  difficulties  will  inevitably  occur.  The 
Highways  Committee  have  asked  that  this  road  improvement  be  referred 
to  the  Ministry  of  Transport  and  the  Somerset  County  Council  as  being 
urgent.  It  is  thought  that  funds  for  road  improvements  are  not  easy 
to  get,  but  the  Surveyor  considers  that  there  is  a  possibility  of  the 
work  being  done  in  the  next  two  years. 

The  parties  concerned  in  the  provision  of  a  Health  Centre, 
are  the  General  Practitioners,  who  will  make  use  of  the  Centre,  the 
Medical  Executive  and  the  Somerset  County  Council,  It  is  unfortunate 
tha'  the  Yeovil  Borough  Council,  who  represent  the  people  most  affeoted, 
have  no  official  standing  in  the  provision  of  Health  Centres. 


As  in  my  previous  Annual  Reports,  I  should  like  to  record 
nry  appreciation  of  the  help  and  co-operation  received  from  the  Council, 
from  the  Public  Health  Committee  and  from  the  members  of  the  Staff. 


I  have  the  honour  to  be. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

P.  P.  FOX 

.  .  •*  f  »■ 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
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YEOVIL 


BOROU&H 


STATISTICS  OF  IWE  AREA  FOR  'THE  YEAR  1 968 


Area  (in  acres)  ...  ...  „.. 

Rateable  Value  (31. 3.69)  ...  ... 

Estimated  Produce  of  Id.  rate  (31.3.69) 
No.  of  inhabited  houses  ...  ... 

Population  ...  ...  ... 


•  •  • 


So* 


2,372 

£i ,342,998 
£5,330 
8,348 
25,720 


PHYSICAL  FEATURES  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 

The  Borough  of  Yeovil  comprises  an  area  of  2,372  acres,  and  is 
situated  at  "the  extreme  South  of  the  County  of  Somerset,  on  die  border  of 
Dorset,  in  the nidst  of  an  agricultural  area. 

The  town  is  located  on  the  Ur  per  and  Middle  Liassic  Formation; 
the  sub-soil  is  chiefly  clay,  lying  upon  marlstone,  with  the  Midford 
Sands  at  Hendford  Hill. 


WATER  SUPPLY 

The  water  supply  is  derived  from  various  sources,  the  majority 
being  situated  in  Dorset,  The  sources  of  supply  are  as  follows 
Spring  Pond  (two  springs),  Evershot  Tunnel,  Stockwood  and  the  Cattistock 
source,  which  consists  of  four  boreholes.  All  the  water  is  chlorinated 
and  frequent  bacteriological  analyses  show  the  water  to  be  satisfactory 
in  quality.  The  present  demand  for  the  Borough  is  1.6  million  gallons 
per  day  (approximately  59  gallons  per  head  per  day),  which  necessitates 
the  water  supply  from  the  above  sources  being  supplemented,  with  water 
derived  from  the  Sutton  Bingham  Reservoir,  plus  a  borehole  from  Thornford. 


METEOROLOGY 


mist , 


The  climate  is  mild  and  relaxing.  There  is  little  fog  or 


RAINFALL 

Total  rainfall  -  Pen  Mill  -  30.90  (33.05  in  1 967) 


OCCUPATION 

One  of  the  main  industries  of  Yeovil  is  in  the  manufactutc 
of  leather  gloves,  and  includes  all  processes  from  the  preparation  of 
the  ra w  hides  to  the  production  of  the  finished  article.  This  trade 
gi  es  factory  and  home  employment  to  a  1  rge  number  of  both  sexes. 

In  addition  to  the  gloving  industry,  there  is  a  thriving 
aircraft  industry  and  other  light  engineering  industries.  There  is 
also  a  large  factory  fop  the  manufacture  of  preserved  foods  and  dairy 
produce. 
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HOSPITAL  SERVICES 


The  Hospital  Services  in  the  Borough  are  administered 
by  the  South  Somerset  Hospital  Group  Management  Committee,  under 
the  general  direction  of  the  South  irrestern  Regional  Hos  itrl  Board. 
Situated  in  the  Borough  are 

(1 )  Yeovil  Sc  District  Hospital  -  an  acute  general  hospital. 

(2)  Yeovil  Hospital  Maternity  Unit  -  AA  beds 

(3)  Summer lands  Hospital  -  mainly  used  as  a  geriatric  hospital. 

I  am  indebted  to  the  Medical  Records  Officer  for  the 
following  details  for  the  ye-'r  1968, 


No.  of  In-patient  discharges 
No.  of  new  Consultant  Out-patients 
New  and  old  Consultant  Out-patients 
Available  beds 

Orthoptic  Department  Attendances 
Radiological  Dept.,  units  of  work  .. 
Casualty  Department  attendances 
Births  in  Hospital 

Attendances  at  Midwives  Clinics  ,. 


CHRONIC  SICK 

The  following  report  was  issued  by  the  South  Somerset  Hospital 
G-roup  Management  Committee,  concerning  Summer  lands  Hospital. 

"The  building  of  the  Hospital  in  1837  directly  followed  the 
passing  of  the  Poor  Law  Amendment  Act  of  1 83A,  which  was  designed  to  remove 
the  abuses  of  the  old  Poor  Law.  A  Royal  Commission  in  1832  reported 
mounting  poor  rates,  extensive  outdoor  relief  (i.e.  payments  in  money 
and  kind  to  able  bodied pupers  without  insisting  on  admission  to  the 
workhouse),  with  conseouent  lowering  of  wages,  rates  and  demoralization 
of  the  pauper.  The  cure  was  to  be  the  merging  of  parishes  (hitherto 
responsible  for  poor  relief)  into"  Poor  Law  Unions  under  stricter  control, 
this  ending  of  outdoor  relief,,  and  the  imposing  of  harsh  living  conditions 
inside  the  workhouse  to  discourage  the  able  bodied  poor  from  staying 
there.  35  parishes  were  grouped  into  this  Yeovil  Poor  Law  Union  managed 
by  A7  elected  Guardians  who  appointed  a  master  and  mistress  of  the 
workhouse  infirmary,  a  chaplain,  a  surgeon  and  a  school  master  school 
mistress.  This  Board  of  Guardians  at  once  decided  to  build  a  new 
workhouse:  a  field  on  Preston  Road,  was  purchased  for  £700,  and  a 
tender  accepted  for  an  hexagonal  building  to  be  erected  by  Mr.  Harris 
for  £A, 53A.  Built  to  house  300  inmates  it  wap  opened  in  1837,  the 
old  workhouse  at  Townsend,  Sherborne  Road  (in  very  bad  repair)  becoming 
an  infants*  school  in  1 8A0  and  later  a  glove  factory. 

"The  Minute  Books  and  Visiting  Committee* s  Book  preserved  in 
the  Somerset  Record  Office  show  that  the  Guardians  tried  to  carry  out 
the  terms  of  the  1 83A  Act  under  the  guidance  of  the  Poor  I<aw  Commissioners 
(Cobbett's  "Three"  Tyrants"),  even  though  they  continued  to  give  outdoor 
relief  to  glovers  on  short-title  and  persons  suffering  from  sickness  or 
accident.  A  glover  with  four  children  received,  f our  loaves  and  l/6d  a 


Yeovil 

General 

Yeovil  Maternity 
Unit 

3,366 

1,097 

6, 605 

596 

28,698 

e» 

co 

CM 

n 

6<~\ 

92 

A4- 

1,958 

- 

38,265 

- 

11,332 

- 

— 

973 

- 

1,61*2 

-5- 


week;  a  dyer  got  four  loaves  and  a  pint  of  ale  during  an  illness. 

Two  women  received  aid  while  their  husbands  were  in  prison,  one 
for  stealing  pea-sticks,  and  the  other  for  misbehaving  at  election 
time.  Able  bodied  paupers  v/ere  given  jobs  like  st  one  -breaking, 
bone -crushing,  pumping  water,  paring  potatoes,  "hacking  the  ground", 
while  the  women  made  clothes  or  cleaned  knives  and  forks.  G-irls  were 
taught  glove  making.  A  hand  mill  for  grinding  barley  for  pigs  was 
purchased. 


"In  184-7  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  gave  way  to  the  Poor 
Law  Board,  which  in  1 8 71  became  the  local  Govern  .lent  Board.  For 
nearly  a  century  the  shadow  of  the  workhouse  darkened  the  lives  not 
only  of  the  unemployed  who  sought  relief  there,  but  also  of  the  aged 
poor  and  the  chronically  side  who  v/ere  forced  to  bear  the  stigma  of 
"the  union"  in  the  days  before  the  Old  Age  Pension  and  National 
Insurance,  Dickens*  "Oliver  Twist"  helped  to  create  a  public 
opinion  in  favour  of  reform;  the.  Unemployment  Insurance  Acts  1911-1922, 
the  National  Health  Insurance  Act  1 91 1  and  the  first  retirement 
pensions  1 908  slowly  changed  the  old  attitudes  tov/ards  poverty,  which 
was  no  longer  seen  as  a  personal  disgrace.  In  1929,  the  Board  of 
Guardians  was  abolished,  the  Union  cane  under  the  control  of  the  Public 
Assistance  Committee  of  the  County  Council.  The  "workhouse"  became 
an  ’infirmary"  concerned  largely  with  the  care  of  the  aged  sick, 
though  tramps  continued  to  get  relief  there  until  1945. 

"Conditions  improved,  particularly  after  the  Second  World  ,r'ar; 
medical  and  nursing  services  greatly  expanded  -  better  diet,  improved 
furnishings  and  decor,  radio,  library  all  helped  to  make  Summerlanl  s 
Hospital  a  much  happier  place  and  now  in  19^9  the  Old  Summer lands 
Hospital  has  been  replaced  by  the  new  Summerlands  -  Christmas  1968 
saw  all  the  atients  settled  in  the  brand  n ew  three  ward  hospital  - 
no  longer  would  staff  have  to  cope  with  winding  stone  staircases,  long 
passages,  no  longer  would  patients  be  confined  to  wards  which  despite 
all  efforts  to  improve  them  still  had  the  taint  of  the  workhouse. 

"The  new  Summerlands  is  based  upon  a  standard  plan  using 
unit  construction  evolved  by  the  South  Western  Regional  Hospital  Board  - 
it  provides  the  most  modern  facilities  for  patients  in  the  upper  age 
group  and  also  the  maximum  help  for  the  staff.  Each  ward  has  its  own  day 
room  with  fitted  carpets  and  colourful  and,  of  course,  comfortable 
furniture  where  all  patients  c-n  meet,  watch  T.V.  and  in  short,  enjoy 
the  life  of  a  modern  hotel. 

"The  wards  are  apacious  and  every  bed  has  its  own  radio  head 
phone  -  nurse  call  system,  light  etc.  -  in  addition  there  are  some 
single  rooms  for  patients  needing  privacy  or  special  nursing  attention 
and  even  some  double  rooms  so  that  if  possible,  married  couples  need 
not  be  separated.  The  kitchens  have  many  labour  saving  devices  and 
enable  a  very  full  and  varied  selection  of  meals  as  well  as  observing 
strict  control  over  specialized  diets  as  required  by  some  patients. 

In  keeping  with  modern  practice  disposables  are  used  v/hen  possible  - 
this  includes  draw  sheets,  bed  pans,  under  pads  etc.  -  so  removing 
one  of  the  less  pleasant  duties  of  the  nursing  staff. 

"In  November,  1969,  all  the  old  rear  buildings  are  scheduled 
for  demolition,  only  the  front  unit  will  be  left,  this  will  provide 
for  administration  and.  for  the  needs  of  the  nursing  and  domestic  staff; 
including  new  changing  rooms  with  showers,  dining  and  rest  rooms,  this 
work  will  provide  a  welcome  addition  to  the  new  hospital  and  ail  the 
alterations  to  this  block  will  be  carried  out  by  our  own  Works  and 
Maintenance  staff.  V/hen  the  site  of  the  old  buildings  is  cleared  a 
further  ward  block  and  day  room  are  to  be  erected  in  addition  to  a 
physiotherapy/occupational  therapy  unit,  to  be  built  in  this  area. 

This  unit  is  being  erected  from  donations  received  from  well  wishers 
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of  the  hospital  and  noteworthy  in  this  respect  is  the  sum  of 
£2,000  promised  by  the  Yeovil  Hospitals  League  of  Friends. 

There  are  other  projects  now  in  hand  within  the  hospital  perimeter :- 
the  recently  completed  Matron's  bungalow,  the  landscaping  of  the 
grounds  by  our  own  gardeners.  The  landscaping  when  completed  will 
extend  from  the  hospital  down  to  the  administrative  block  and  will 
present  a  p.leasant  aspect  for  patients  and  visitors.  The  cost  of 
the  work  already  carried  out  is  approximately  £1 75, 000,  exclusive 
of  equipment  costing  £?3, 000. 


"So  much  for  the  old  and  for  the  new  S ummer lands .  One 

very  big  problem  however,  remains.  Already  a  long  waiting  list  exists, 
a  list  which  present  indications  emphasize  will  continue  to  grow.  The 
number  of  beds  is  inadequate  and  this  is  producing  real  problems  f  or 
the  medical  and  administrative  staff.  Yeovil  is  indeed  grateful  to 
the  South  Western  Regional  Hospital  Board  for  all  that  it  has  done 
to  create  the  new  Summer lands  -  the  next  step  must  be  for  further 
extensions  and  so  more  beds. 


"Comparative  Statistics 


Total  admissions 

•  t  0 

9  O 

1958 

112 

1968 

213 

New  patients  admitted 

*  9 

O  0  • 

68 

161 

Average  age  on  admission 

*90 

O  O  * 

76  yrs. 

81  yrs. 

In  1958  many  patients  were  r.onfined  to  their1  bed  whilst  in  1968  3% 
were  ir>6ed  most  of  the  time. 

The  above  information  is  provided  not  only  to  show  that  Yeovil 
has  one  of  the  finest  hospitals  for  the  older  people  in  the  County, 
but  also /to  demonstrate  that  a  new  era  in  the  , care  of  the  aged  has 
opened. " 

it 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

Cases  of  infectious  diseases  requiring  hospital  treatment 
are  treated  at  South  Petherton  Hospital  (50  beds).  In  general,  only 
the  Cubicle  Block  (10  beds)  is  required,  and  the  other  R0  beds  are 
utilized  for  post-operative  cases,  so  relieving  the  strain  on  Yeovil 
Hospital,  and  for  G-eneral  Practitioner  patients  and  semi-chronic  sick. 

TUBERCULOSIS 

A  Chest  Clinic  is  held  on  Mondays  and  Wednesdays  it  the  Yeovil 
Hospital.  Patients  requiring  in-patient  treatment  are  admitted  to. 
Sanatoria  at  Taunton* 

*  1. 

LABORATORY  SERVICE 

A  laboratory  is  located  at  Yeovil  Hospital.  The  Public 
Health  Laboratory  Service,  has  a  laboratory  at  Taunton,  at  which 
bacteriological  examination  of  swab,  blood,  sputum  and  faeces  is 
carried'  out.  Bacteriological  and  chemical  analyses  for  the  exam¬ 
ination  of  milk,  foods,  water  supplies  and  sewage  effluents  are 
also  carried  out. 

HOUSING- 

I  am  indebted  to  the  Housing  Manager  for  the  resume  showing 
the  number  of  council  houses  erected  by  the  Corporation. 


Houses  etc.  completed  during  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1 968  =  72 
Houses  etc.  erected  post-war  ...  ...  ...  =  1,850 
Houses  etc.  sold  post-war  ...  ...  .  =118 
Houses  etc.  erected  by  Local  Authority  and  still  owned  by  them  =  3,226 
Number  of  applicants  on  the  Waiting  List  at  31.12.68  =  583 


During  the  year  ending  31st  December , 1 968,  ten  "duplex"  flats  have  been 
converted  into  five  3  bedroom  houses  and  twelve  "converted"  flats  have 
been  re-converted  into  six  3  bedroom  houses. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEAR 


The  statistics  furnished  by  the  Registrar  General  show  the 
number  of  births  and  deaths  after  correction  has  been  made  for 
transfer  to  the  normal  place  of  residence  of  the  individuals  concerned. 
From  these  figures  can  be  calculated  the  "crude”  birth;  and  death  rates. 
As,  however,  the  highest  mortality  occurs  at  the  two  extremes  of  life, 
and  industrial  areas  in  general  have  a  bigger  proportion  of  people 
living  in  the  middle  age  periods  of  life,  some  correction  must  be  made 
for  the  irregularities  of  distribution  as  regards  age  and  sex,  as  other¬ 
wise  the  death  rate  will  afford'  no  accurate  means  of  comparing  the 
healthiness  of  one  district  withanother .  This  comparability  factor 
is  furnished  by  the  Registrar  General,  and  applied  to  the  "crude" 
birth  or  death  rate,  gives  a  standardised  rate  and  enables  comparison 
to  be  made  with  the  rate  for  England  and  Hales,  or  with  rates  of  other 
districts . 


Live  Births  ...  ... 

Live  Birth  Rate  ...  ... 

Standardised  Birth  Rate 
Stillbirths  ...  ... 

Stillbirth  Rate  per  1,000  total 


•  C  9 


•  #  • 

m  •  • 


( live  and  still 
births ) 


Total  Births  ...  ...  ... 

Infant,  Deaths  ...  ...  ... 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  jer  1,000  live  births 

"  "  "  "  1  000  legitimate  births 

"  "  n  "  1  000  illegitimate  births 

Neonatal  Mortality  Rate  (first  four  weeks)  per 

1  000  related  live  bifeths 
Early  Neonatal  Mortality  Rate  (first  week)  per 

1 , 000  related  live  births 
Perinatal  Mortality  Pate  (stillbirths  +  deaths 

during  the  fir<t  week)  per  1,000 
total  live  and  still  births 
Percentage  of  illegitimate  live  births 
Maternal  Mortality  (excluding  abortion) 

Maternity  Mortality  Rate  (including  a'i  ortion) 

per  1,000  total  births 


351 

15.4 
15*8 
5 

12.5 

400 

4 

10,1 

8.0 


7.6 

7.6 

20 


7 


&  Wales 


822,000 

16.9 

12,000 

14 


15,000 

18 


12.5 

10.5 

25 


BIRTHS 

The  total  number  of  live  births  was  395,  192  male  and  203 
female.  Of  these,  28  were  illegitimate,  16  male  and  12  female.  The 
table  below  shows  the  birth  fate  for  the  previous  years. 


birth;  rates 


1959  I960  1961  1962  1963  196R  1965  1966  1967  1968 

15.3  14.7  15.3  15.7  15.6  15.4  15.3  15.9  14.6  15.8 


2ERTHS 

1968 

1967 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Total 

Total  Deaths  ... 

164 

176 

340 

299 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  pop. 

* 

13.2 

11.7 

Standardised  Death  Rate  per  1 , 000  pop 

* 

10.5 

10.2 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) 

36 

Deaths  from  Heart  Disease  (all  ages) 

133 

102 

Deaths  from  Phthisis  (all  ages) 

- 

- 
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DEATHS 


There  was  an  increase  in  the  total  number  of  deaths,  34-0 
in  1968,  as  compared  with  299  for  the  pervious  year.  The  Standardised 
Death  Rate  was  10.5,  as  compared  with  10.2  for  the  previous  year.  The 
Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  11.9. 

The-  following  table  shows  the  age  and  sex  incidence,  and  it 
will  be  noted  that  amongst  the  males,  of  the  164-  deaths,  44-  occurred 
amongst  those  betvreen  the  ages  of  65  and  75  years,  164-  amongst  those 
75  years  and  over.  Of  the  females,  out  of  the  total  of  176  deaths, 

4-3  were  between  the  ages  of  65  and  75  years,  and  105  were  75  years 
and  over . 


Ages  at  death  in  years 

Male  s 

Females 

Total 

1 

Under  .1 

1 

3 

4- 

1-5. 

— 

1 

1 

5-15 

1 

- 

1 

15-25 

— 

2 

2 

25  -  35 

- 

1 

1 

35  -  4-5 

3 

4 

7 

4-5  -  55 

13 

5 

IS 

55  -  65 

29 

12 

4-1 

65  -  75 

44- 

4-3 

87 

75  and  over 

73 

105 

178 

P  otal  • • •  « 0 • 

164- 

176 

i 

340  , 

The  following  table  shows  the  causes  of  death  during  1968. 


Meningococcal  Infection  ...  ... 

Male 

“ 

Female 

!  1 

i 

■  Syphilis  and  its  Sequelae  ...  ... 

1 

Other  Infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

1 

Malignant  Neoplasm  -  Stomach 

2 

- 

"  -  Lung,  Bronchus  . . . 

12 

- 

"  •  ”  -  Brer  st  ... 

- 

8 

Leukaemia  .  .  ... 

1 

1 

Other ■ malignant  Neoplasms , etc ...  ... 

11 

10 

Benign  and  Unspecified  Neoplasms 

1 

Diabetes  hellitis  ......  -•  ... 

1 

2 

-Other  Endocrine  etc.  Diseases  ... 

- 

1 

Other  Diseases  of  Nervous  system,  etc  ... 

— 

4 

Chronic  Rheumatic  Heart  Disease  ... 

- 

2 

Hypertensive  Disease  ...  ... 

- 

2 

Ischaemic  Heart  Disease  ...  ... 

69 

41 

Other  forms  of  heart  disease  ... 

5 

18 

Cerebrovascular  Disease  ...  ... 

19 

39 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System  . . . 

4 

7 

Influenza  ...  ... 

1 

1 

Pneumonia  ...  ... 

10 

21 

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema  ...  ... 

13 

1 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System  ... 

1 

1 

Peptic  Ulcer  ...  ... 

2 

— 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  ...  ... 

2 

Other  Diseases  of  Digestive  System  ... 

1 

— 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  ...  ... 

1 

2 

Other  Diseases, Genito-Ur inary  System  ... 

2 

2  J 

Diseases  of  Musculo -Skeletal  System  ... 

1 

f 

1 

continued] 

. -  i 
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Male 

Female  1 

Congenital  Anomalies  «...  ... 

— 

2 

Birth  Injury,  Difficult  Labour,  etc. 

- 

1 

Other  Causes  of  Perinatal  Mortality 

1 

— 

Symptoms  and  Ill-defined  Conditions 

1 

2 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  ... 

3 

2 

Suicide  and  Self-inflicted  Injuries 

- 

2 

All  Other  External  Causes  ... 

1 

• 

Total,  All  Causes 

164 

176 

DEATH  RATES 

1959  I960  1961  1962  1963  1964  1965  1966  1967  1968 

10.1  13.03  11.3  11.6  11.8  1-1.6  11.0  11.2  .  10.2  10.2 

CANCER 

The  number  of  deaths  due  to  Cancer  (all  forms)  was  45. 

The  table  as  set  otit  below  shows  the  incidence  for  previous  years. 

1959  I960  1961  1962  1963  1964  1965  1966  1967  1968 

48  50  59  54  51  76  60  56  36  45 

CANCER  DEATH  RA-E  PER  1 , 000  POPULATION 


INFANT  MORTALITY 

The  number  of  children  dying  within  the  first  twelve  months  of 
life  was  4>  as  compared  with  3  for  the  previous  year.  The  rate  per 
1,000  live  births  was  10,  as  compared  with  England  and  Wales,  18.3. 


-1  0-- 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  od  deaths  and  the 
Infantile  Mortality  Rate,  as  compared  with  previous  years. 


.  ... 

No.  of 
deaths  - 

195?  1  i960 

1 

1961  ; 
- 

1962 

'1963  :  19  6A 
_ i 

1965 

1966 

1267 

1968 

12  i  9 
! 

1  *  * 

10  I  7 

! 

9  ; 

3 

9. 

9 

3 

A 

Rate  per 

1 ,000  live 
births  in 
Yeov il 

32.6  !  25.4 

*  • 

. . -  ' 

26.6;  1  8.08 

23.3 

7.7 

23.2 

22.2 

8 

10 

Rate  per 
1,000  live 
births  in 
Eng.oc  Wales 

22.6  :  21.9 

i 

22.K 

:  20.7 

i 

22.3 

1 

20.0 

19.0 

I 

1 

18.9 

1 8.3 

18 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH  AND  AGE 


Under  A 

A  we  ks  and  j 

weeks 

under  1  yr,  ; 

. 

■  ... 

Congenital  Malformation  ... 

1 

- 

Birth  Injury 

1 

- 

Other  Causes  of  Perinatal  Mortality 

1 

- 

Meningococcal  Infection  ... 

- 

1 

MATE .HAL  MORTALITY 

There  were  no  maternal  deaths  during  theyear. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  .. 

The  following  table  sets  out  the  details  of  infectious  diseases 
notified  during  the  year,  and  also  the  figures  for  the  previous  year. 


Disease 

1968 

1967 

Erysipelas 

3 

Measles  ...  ... 

80 

67 

Puerperal.  Pyrexia  ...  ... 

- 

2 

Scarlet  Fever  .  .  ...  ... 

3 

5 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

3 

- 

Tuberculo  s  is  Pulmonary  . . ,  ... 

2 

3 

Tuberculosis  Non- pulmonary  ... 

2 

- 

1  Infective  Jaundice  ...  . „ 

2 

Total  ... 

92 

80 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


The  number  of  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  notified  during 
the  year  1968  was  2,  Non-pulmonary  2.  There  were  no  deaths  recorded 
as  due  to  Pulmonary  or  Non-pulmonary  Tuberculosis, 


No,  of  cases 
notified 

Pulmonary 

1968 

1967 

1966 

1965 1 1964 1 

1963  ' 

1962 

1961 

I960 

2 

3 

6 

6 

5 

5 

5 

8 

9 

1 

No.  of  cases 

notified 

Non-pulmonary 

2 

" 

-  1 

1 

2 

2 

> 

k 

1 

No.  of  deaths 
Pulmonary  "  •  • 

- 

.. 

3 

~ 

- 

- 

- 

1 

No.  of  deaths 
Non-pulmonary 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Death  Rate  of 
Respiratory 
Tuberculosis 
per  1 ,000  pop. 

- 

I 

!  0.10 

i 

i 

i 

1 

!  ~ 

i 

1 

O.Oif 

O.Oip. 

i 

DENTAL  TREATlviENT 


The  treatment  given  to  expectant  and  nursing  mothers  and  to 
pre-school  children  during  the  veer  19 68  is  shown  below:  - 


Adults  Pre -School 

Children 


No.  of  cases  inspected  .  „ 

No.  found' to  renuire  treatment 
No.  of  cases  treated  . .. 

No.  of  attendances 
Dentures'  Provided 

The  above  figures  include  a  number  of  oases  attending  the  Clinic  from 
the  areas  surrounding  Yeovil  Borough. 


20 

91 

19 

54- 

19 

52 

64- 

77 

1 

— 

HOME  VISITS  BY  HEALTH  VISITORS 


Primaiy  Visits  (children  under  1  year  of  age)  ...  54-9 
Primary  Visits  (children  1-5  years  of  age)  ...  1,008 
Total  Visits(0  -  5  years  of  age)  ...  5,668 
Ante-natal  Vis  its  ...  ...  ...  4-1 
Old  Persons  ...  ...  ...  276 
Liaison  Visits,  Hospital,  etc.  ...  ...  797 
Other  Visits  ...  ...  ...  265 
Futile  Visits  ...  ...  ...  84-0 


9,4M 


INFANT  WELFARE 
Preston  Road  Clinic 


Total  number  of  children  attending  ...  ...  552 
Total  number  of  children  attendin'  for  th-^  first  time  195 
Total  number  of  attendances  made  .  .  ...  2, 612 

Laikhill  Clinic 

Total  number  of  children  attending  ...  ...  1 25 
Total  number  of  children  attending  for  the  first  time  50 
Total  number  of  attendances  made  ...  ...  644- 

Monmouth  Nall  Clinic 

Total  number  of  children  attending  ...  ...  314- 
Total  number  cf  children  attending  for  the  first  time  14-5 
Total  number  of  attendances  made  ...  ...  1,353 
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HOME  HELP  SERVICE 


No,  of  cases  who  received  help  in  1968 . 


Yeovil  Boro  ugh 


Type  of  Case 


Mental  Illness  , ,  . 

Maternity 

Old  Age  and  Infirmity 
Tuberculosis  ... 

Chronic  Illness 
G-eneral  Illness 
Child  Care 
Post-operation 
Accidents 


6 

20 
1  0+ 

1 

20 

5 

if - 
12 
2 

234 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT 

No  action  was  taken  under  Section  47  of  the  above  Act, 


/  . 
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.ANNUAL  REP  P  ICT  OF  THE__ 
CHIEF  jjJJBLIC  HEALTH  INSe  XT  OR . 


To:  The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee* 
I  present  herewith  my  Report  for  the  year  1968* 


HOUSING-* 

During  1967  a  survey  of  the  district  was  made  and  when,  as  reported  last 
year,  it  was  considered  that  approximately  75  houses  would  be  dealt  with 
under  Parts  II  and  III  of  the  Housing  net  1957  within  a  period  of  5  years. 
Tvi/enty-three  have  been  dealt  with  during  this  year,  thereby  creating  a 
satisfactory  start. 

Eleven  houses  previously  declared  unfit  have  been  brought  up  to  a 
standard  of  fitness  during  the  year,  giving  them  a  new  lease  of  life. 


Earlier  in  the  current  year,  I  reported  on  the  primary  survey  carried 
out  of  the  older  type  of  houses,  circa  70  or  80  years  of  age,  of  which  there 
are  about  1000  in  the  Borough  not  considered  as  up  to  a  reasonable  standard 
of  repair  or  having  the  amenities  such  as  hot  water,  inside  toilets  etc. 

These  things  were  considered  to  be.  luxuries  in  the  pre-war  days  but  today  are 
necessities  and  will  no  doubt,  in  due  course  be  embodied  in  legal  standards 
of  fitness  together  with  an  inovate  environmental  standard. 

The  terraced  house  formed  the  backbone  of  the  tenanted  accommodation 
at  the  turn  of  the  century  but  of  later  years  it  has  become  more  and  more 
owner  occupied  and  will  no  doubt  continue  to  be  in  demand  as  such,  for  a 
number  of  years.  It  is  fair  to  say  that  some  that  have  been  inspected 
are  a  credit  to  the  owners  for  the  standard  of  maintenance  they  have  attained. 


Statistics  for  1968 .  (Form  P .13 .Hsg 


Unfit  Houses.  24 


A.  Unfit  Houses 
demolished  during 
the  year. 


In  or 
adjoining 
Clearance 
Areas . 


Involved  by 
reason  of  bad 
arrangement  c 

On  land  acquired 
under  Sec. 43(2) 


2 

9 


No  in 
Clearance 
Areas  * 

Previously  dealt 
with  under  Sec. 

16(4)  or  17(1) 

16 

L.A.  Houses 
certified  as 
unfit 

7 

B.  Unfit 
Closed . 

houses 

Under  Sec .16(4)  (l7)l 

27 

Under  Sec*  18. 

5 

E.  Unfit 
made  fit 

Houses 

o 

After  informal  action 

105. 

After  formal  action 
under  Sec.  9  &  16. 

5 

After  formal  P.H. 

Act  Notice. 

4 

Total  number  of  houses  inspected  under  Part  II  of  the  Act  76. 
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Hous inland  Public  Health  nets.  _ 

Inspections  and  visits  under  the  Housing  and 

Public  Health  .Acts.  979 

Rent  Act ,  jL_957j„ 

No  applications  were  received  during  the  year  for  certificates 
of  disrepair,  or  cancellation. 

» 

‘  _  ’  t.  •  •  '  ■  '  ” 

Complaints. 

There  were  490  complaints  received  during  tha  .period,  comprised  of 
the  following: 


Housing  defects 
Drainage  and  Sanitary 

51 

accommodation 

90 

Insect  Pests. 

29 

Unsound  Food. 

20 

Food  examination 

23 

Food  Hygiene 

3 

iviiscellane  ous 

■124 

Rodent  tests 

130 

490 

One  type  of  complaint  becoming  more  frequent  is  in  respect  of 
derelict  buildings.  Many  have  been  created  as  a  result  of  action 
under  the  Housing  ^cts  and  other  vario  s  Acts  or  where  businesses  have 
closed  down  for  one  reason,  or  another.,  with  the.  result  that  the  premises 
sometimes  remain  empty  indefinitely.  The  general  public  justifiably  make 
complaints,  partly  because  of  che  unsigholy  appearance  which  is  often  due 
to  vandalism.  In  all  such  cases  of  complaint,  investigations  are 
made  and  where  refuse  is  dumped  or  there  are  signs  of  rats,  or  a  hazard 
from  broken  glass  it  is  dealt  with  as  a  matter  of  public  health  and 
efforts  are  made  to  get  openings  boarded  up* 

Whilst  rows  of  unfit  of  cumpulsorily  purchased  houses  are  eventually 
demolished  after  rehousing  of  the  occupants,  there  is  no  similar  course 
for  the  other  types  of  buildings  referred  to,  with  the  result  that  they 
remain  an  undesirable  element. 

The  problem  is  widespread  throughout  the  country.  Public  Health 
Legislation  is  for  abating  public  health  nuisances  only, 
i’he  least  that  should  happen  is  demolition  and  levelling  off  the  site 
as  early  as  possible  in  order  to  prevent  the  public  health  hazard,  also 
to  remove  "eye-sores"  and  improving  the  appearance  of  towns. 

FACTORIES  ACT  «  196l. 

1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health. 

(Details  as  required  in  .^ppendix  II.  Cir.  l/66). 
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. . . c  ontd . 


contd 


Factorie s  -Act,  1961  . . . . . 


Premises . 

(1) 

No  of 

Registrations 

(2) 

Inspections . 

(3) 

Contra¬ 

ventions 

M 

Occupiers 
Prest 'd . 
(5) 

l)  Factories  in 
which  Sections 

1,2, 3, 4,  &  6 
are  to  be 
enforced  by 

L.A ' s . 

3 

ll)  Factories 
not  included 
in  (l)  in 
whi ch  Sec.  7. 
is  enforced 
by  PuA. 

172 

21 

4 

4 

Ill)  Other  premises 
in  which  Sec.  7  is 
enforced  by  the  LH 
(excluding  Out¬ 
workers  premises) 

2 

1 

1 

Totals:  175  23  5  4 


2.  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found: 

No  of  cases  in  which  No  of  cases  in  which 

defects  were  found.  prosecutions  were 

instituted . 

Particulars.  Found.  Remedied.  Referred 

To:  H.M.  By  H.M. 

Insp'r  Insp’r 

(1)  (2) _ (5) _ _ (5) _ (6) _ 


Sanitary  conven¬ 
iences  Sec.  7* 

a)  Insufficient 

b) Unsuitable  or 

1 

1 

— 

•— 

— 

defective 

4 

3  ■ 

— 

1 

- 

c)  Not  separate 

accommodation 
for  some  . 

reason 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

5 

4 

3 

1 

— 

3 .  Part  VIII  of  the  Act  -  Out^vorkors . 

120  Outworkers  were  registered  in  August  of  this  year,  during  which 
time  6  inspections  were  made  and  no  contraventions  found. 


Clean_^dr  ^ict,  1956 

During  the  year  further  investigations  were  made  regarding  air 
pollution  in  the  x>st  Hendford  area,  85  tests  carried  out  showed  no  rise 
in  the  sulphur  content  of  the  atmosphere  on  previous  tests,  although 
some  of  the  filter  papers  showed  fairly  heavy  deposits.  This  is  believed 
though  not  proved  to  be  traffic  dust. 


. . .  contd . 
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Clean  Air  Act, 

Of  13  complaints  received  regarding  smoke  nuisance,  9  were  in 
respect  of  bonfires  and  2  of  oil  smuts.  Regarding  the  former,  the 
position  is  sometimes  difficult  to  deal  with  because  it  isn't  giLways 
possible  to  investigate  immediately  at  the  time  of  the  nuisance. 

Trouble  often  arises  from  the  burning  of  trade  refuse  at  small 
business  premises  but  with  the  co-operation  of  the  Borough  Surveyor’s 
Dept,  collections  are  arranged  if  possible  and  the  nuisance  thus 
eliminated.  ..here  burning  of  garden  or  similar  refuse  is  concerned, 
advice  is  given  on  composting  and  it  is  hoped  to  distribute  a  ’revised 
leaflet  during  the  coming  year  advocating  this  method  rather  than 
burning  because  it  has  been  stated  upon  good  authority  that  there  is  a 
far  higher  content  of  carcinomatous  benzypyrencss in  bonfire  smoke  than 
cigarettes, 

Noise  Abatement  Act,  19_60_. 

During  the  year  18  complaints  of  noise  were  notified,  the  principal 
one  being  in  respect  of  pneumatic  road  equipment.  A1  though  Statutory 

authorities-,  and  the  Council  have  saving  clauses  in  their  contracts,  in 
practice  the  instructions  are  not  always  carried  out.  In  an  attempt 
to  further  control  this  type  of  nuisance,  contractors  and  plant  hire 
firms  operating  within  the  Borough  have  also  been  written  to  regarding 
muting  such  equipment  and  promises  to  co-operate  have  been  received. 
Again,  one  hundred  per  cent  co-operation  is  not  always  experienced  and 
until  legislation  is  introduced  by  "which  such  short  term  perepatetic 
nuisances  can  bo  dealt  with  satisfactorily,  the  control  has  to  be 
mainly  by  co-operation. 

Another  source  of  noise  and  vibration  becoming  more  prominent,  is 
the  coin  operated  Launderettes.  The  difficulty  arises  when  plant  is 
already  installed  in  such  a  way  as  to  give  rise  to  noise  and  vibratory 
troubles.  .herever  possible  the  Architect  concerned  is  contacted  whilst 
plans  are  in  the  pr  4.iminary  stage  because  in  the  majority  of  cases, 
when  deposited,  they  contain  no  details  of  the  equipment  it  is 
proposed  to  put  in  or  how  it  will  bo  installed.  From  a  public  health 
angle  this  is  of  the  uemost  importance.  Unless  controlled  at  planning 
stage,  it  can  mean  that  public  health  has  to  step  in  at  a  later  date 
to  deal  with  something  which  was  anticipated  in  the  first  place. 

Disinfections  and  Disinfe stations . 


Disinit  s  i  it  ion;  • 


Complaints  received  of  infestations, 

other  than  fesps.  18 
Rooms  sprayed  or  fumigated  for  vermin.  -  8 
Premises  dealt  with  for  wasps ,  10 

Disinfections . 

Room  disinfections.  13 
Fomi  te  s  42 
Houses  disinfected  following  flooding.  6 


water  Supply. 


Treated  before  going  into  supply. 


Chemical . 
Satis.Unsatis . 


Bacteriological . 
Satis*  Unsatis. 


3 


27 


These  figures  include  samples  taken  by  the  Wessex  Water  Board. 


. . .  contd. 
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Every  efford  is  made  to  deal  with  drain  complaints  immediately  and 
certainly  upon  the  day  following  the  complaint.  On  a  large  number  of 
occasions  my  department  has  functioned  in  getting  a  stoppage  cleared 
quickly  .and  this  has  been  appreciated  because  it  often  prevents  the 
unnecessary  .flow  of  sewage  over  footpaths  or  flooding  back  into 
buildings  and  basements.  It  was  noted  that  there  were  many  more 
complaints  regard  ng  private  sewers  this  year  compared  with  previous 
years;  probably  due  to  th ,  fact  that  they  are  more  than  30  years  old  and 
a  lot  of  them  have  buried  syphon  traps  which  are ' gradually  becoming 
silted  up.  In  some  cases  heavy  traffic  movement  over,  has  caused 
trouble.  In  the  past  they  have  functioned  satisfactorily  but  there 
could  be  more  trouble  as  time  goes  on. 

Public  Health  _^ct_  193 _6 ._  Sect  ion  2k  Pub  lie  S orors^ 


No.  of  lengths  of  sewer  cleared.  22 

No.  of  houses  involved  9 4 

Pub_I_ic_  Health  let  1936 .  Sec .  _3_8-39  Private  Sowers. 

No  of  lengths  of  sewer  cleared  13 

No  of  houses  involved  45 


Public  Health  Act  1936.  Section  39 «  _P_rivate  drains. 
No  of  drains  cleared  33 


Food  &  Drugs  Jtct . 


Unsound  Food  surrendered  or  condemned.  Tons.  Cwts.  lbs . 


1.  Meat  at  retail  shops. 

1 

78 

2.  Cooked  meat  and  meat  products 

1 

92 

3.  Canned  Meats. 

1 

13 

48 

4.  Other  canned  foods. 

3 

1 

70 

5.  Fish  (fresh) 

1 

98 

6.  Fresh  fruit  and  vog. 

6 

21 

7.  Other  foods. 

18 

83 

T 

5 

42 

Market  and  Mobile  Shop's.  '  "  *■'  — — ■ 

during  the  year  70  inspections  were  made  of  vehicles  from  which 
food  'was  transported,  handled  or  sold  and  routine  inspections  were  also 
made  of  tho  market  s balls.  The  Regulations  cover  all  Market  Stalls, 
Delivery  Vehicles  and  Mobile  Shops  and  a  standard  similar  to  that  for 
permanent  food  premises  is  required. 


This  is  the  second  year  the  Regulations  have  been  operating  and  a 
general  improvement  in  standards  and  facilities  has  been  observed,  particularly 
noticable  in  delivery  vehicles  and  mobile  shops  operating  within  the  Borough 
but  located  in  neighbouring  local  authority  areas.  Exceptions  are 
occasionally  discovered,  usually  vehicles  selling  fresh  fish  from  the  coast. 

The  operator  invariably  pleads  ignorance  of  the  Regulations.  ..  general 
overall  improvement  however  is  noted  with  satisfaction  and  must  bo 
maintained  whilst  this  type  of  trading  is  continued,  not  only  for  good  _ 
food  hygiene  practice  but  also  because  of  the  increasing  awareness  of  the 
general  public,  who  now  expect  a  high  standard  of  presentation  and  handling 
of  all  foodstuffs. 


supply  of  hot  water  was  installed  and  maintained  in  the  male  and 

in  the  South  Street  Car  Park  during  the  year,  this  was 
satisfactory  standards  at  the  Market  Stalls. 


female  conv  alienees 
helpful  in  maintainin 
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Food  Complaints. 

Upon  two  separate  occasions  during  1967  and  1968  a  Circula r  letter  giving 
guidance  on  the  care,  storage  and  handling  of  meat  products  was  sent  to  all 
retailers  selling  these  goods  within  the  Borough.  It  was  subsequently  noticed 
that  complaints  of  mould  on  these  particular  foods  were  greatly  reduced*  in 
fact  only  one  such  complaint  was  received  during  the  year  and  this  concerned 
mould  affected  sausages  which  came  from  a  shop  where  the  ownership  had 
changed  and  the  now  owner  had  not  received  a  copy  of  the  circular,,  It  would 
appear  obvious  that  date  coding  upon  receipt  of  foods*  careful  stock  rotation 
and  proper  storage  conditions*  cannot  be  over  emphasised  to  ensure  the  sale  ■ 
of  a  fresh  and  sound  product. 


Coding  of  perishable  fo  ds  has  been  carried  out  for  some  time  by  most 
manufacturers  for  their  o  n  guidance  on  stock  rotation -and  protection,  but 
in  the  majority  of  cases  the  retailer  is  not  familier  with  the  code,  and  it 
can  therefore,  be  no  guide  to  him  for  similar  action  or  protection  to  prove 
when  the  goods  are  received. 

4 

The  general  public  are  realising  more  that  there  are  facilities  for 
taking  a  complaint  further,  especially  if  no  satisfaction  can  be  obtained  from 
the  vendor.  If  unsound  or  otherwise  unsat isfactory  foodstuff  is  brought 
in  for  e xamination  the  process  does  not  end  with  a  prosecution,  even  if  this 
is  a  step  decided  upon  by  the  Committee.  Investigations  go  sometimes  as 
far  as  countries  of  origin  in  order  to  find  the  root  cause  of  the  trouble, 
because  it  is  only  by  this  means,  and  not  by  Court  action,  that  further 
complaints  can  be  prevented. 

Foreign  matter  and_ jnoul_d_.  _ 


Commodity . 


Foreign  matter. 
_  _  Ncu  _ 


; reduce d  food. 


Mould . 
No. 


Milk.  2 
Butter  - 
Cheese  1 
Bread  3 
Canned  Moat  1 
Cooked  meat  - 
Meat  ties 

Fish  1 
Fruit  1 
Jam  - 
Vegetables  1 
Cereals  1 
Sweets  " 
Confectionery  1 
Other  Food  3 


1 


1 


2 


No  of  prosecutions  under  Section  2 
No  of  prosecutions  under  Section  8 
Total  amount  of  fines  and  costs 

imposed 


2 

Nil 

£68.  Os.  Od. 


Food  H-yj ;iene  (General)  Regulat ions, I960 . 

1.  No  of  premises.  200 

11.  No  of  premises  fitted  to  comply  with  Reg.lo  196 

111.  No  of  premises  /to  which  Reg. 19  applies  198 

IV.  No  of  premises  fitted  to  comply  with  Reg. 19  198 


Food  A  Drugs.  Sampling . 

Number  of  Samples. 
Formal  I .nfermsi^. 

6 


Unsatisfactory  Reports 
Analys is .  _  Labelling. 

1 


. . .  contd . 


Section  1 6 


Applications  received  for  registration  of  premises: 


a.  for  the  sale  and  storage  of  ice  cream.  3 

b.  for  the  preparation  of  preserved  foods.  1 

Total  No  of  premises  registered  at  the  end  of  this  year: 

a.  for  the  sale  and  storage  of  ice  cream.  100 

b.  for  manufacture  and  retail  2 

c.  manufacture  only  1 

d.  for  the  preparation  of  preserved  foods  22 


Samples  of  Ice  Cream  taken  during  the  year  and  submitted  to 
the  Public  Health  Laboratory. 

Total  No  of  samples 
Results  as  follows :- 

Soft  ice  cream. 

Other  ice  cream. 

Milk  samples  taken  by  S.C.C.  of  milk  bottled  within  the  Borough  or 
in  another  area  and  retailed  within  the  Borough. 

Pasteurised . 

Satis.  Unsatis. 

A.  Bottled  within  the  1 L6  2 6 

County . 

B.  Bottled  outside  the 

County,  retailed  in 
the  Borough.  27  8 


87 

Provisional  G-rades. 
l._  J2A  __  3 ^  A. 

3.  2.  - 

56  23  3 


Storm  Flooding. 

On  the  night  of  July  10th  1968,  flooding  of  houses  and  property  occurred, 
to  an  extent  not  recorded  before,  with  the  result  that  a  considerable 
amount  of  damage  was  done  to  the  contents  and  in  some  cases  the  structure 
of  houses  in  various  parts  of  the  town,  49  of  which  came  for  attention 


one  way  or  another  as  follows: 

Horsey  Lane.  31 

Beer  Street.  8 

Eastland  Road  4 

Balmoral  Road  3 

Vincent  Street.  2 

Earle  Street  1 


V/ell  over  100  visits  were  made  by  the  iublic  Health  Department 
during  the  period  of  clearing  up  and  31  carpets  and  underlings  were 
taken  away  and  dried  by  kind  permission  of  Messrs.  P.J.  and  E.G.  Rickets 
of  Addlewell  Lane,  who  made  their  stoves  available  for  two  days  for  this 
purpose . 

Some  11  sub-floor  spaces  were  sprayed  with  disinfectants  following 
the  removal  of  the  flood  water.  Eighteen  occupiers  not  fully  insured 
against  floor  damage,  were  partially  compensated  by  the  County  authority 
after  investigation  of  their  claims. 
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Povcntion  of  Damage  by  Posts  ^ct,  1949. 

The  number  of  complaints  regarding  rodents  decreased 
compared  with  previous  years: 


Non 

agricultural . 

agricultural . 

Total  No  of  properties 
(including  bearby  premises) 
inspected  following 
notifications . 

308 

4 

No  infested  by: 

(l)  Rats 

142 

2 

(ll)  Mice 

23 

- 

No  of  properties 
inspected  for  rats 
and/or  mice  for 
reasons  other 
than  notification 

19 

No  infested  by 

(l)  Rats. 

4 

1 

(ll)  Mice 

1 

- 

During  the  year  routine  treatment  of  the  refuse  tip, 
sewage  works  and  public  sewers  were  carried  out. 


Offices ,  Shops  &  Railways  Premises  ^ct,  1963 » 
4.  Registrations  and  G-ener_al  Insj)ucjtions_. 


Class  of  Premises c 

Number  of  premises 

Numb  er  of 

No  of  registered 

Registered  during 

Registered 

premises  receiving 

the  year 

premises  at 

a  general  inspection 

end  of  year. 

during  the  year. 

Offices . 

9 

169 

38 

Retail  Shops. 

23 

213 

96 

V/holesale  Shops 

Warehouses  4  21  14 

Catering  Esta¬ 
blishments  open 
to  the  public, 

canteens.  4  33  12 


Fuel  Storage 

/ 

depots . 

1 

4 

1 

41 

440 

l6l 

Total  Number  of  visits  of  all  kinds 
by  Inspectors  to  xlegi stored  Promises  under 
the  iict :  381 
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B.  .Analysis  of  Contraventions 
Section. 


No  of  Contraventions  found.  Section.  No  of  Contraventions 
Found .  Found • 


4 

*  ’ »  . 

* 

Cleanliness 

9 

13  Sitting  Facilities 

Nil 

5. 

Overcrowding 

1 

14  Seats  (Sedentary 
..Workers . 

Nil. 

6 . 

Temperature . 

39 

15  Eating  facilities 

2 

7. 

Ventilation 

2 

16  Floors,  passage 
and  stairs. 

18 

8. 

Lighting. 

10 

17  Fencing  exposed 
parts  machinery 

Nil. 

’  '  9 

Sanitary 

conveniences 

14 

18.  Protection  of  young 
persons  from  danger¬ 
ous  machinery. 

Nil. 

10. 

ifashing  facili¬ 
ties. 

8 

19.  Training  of  young 
persons  working 
at  dangerous 
machinery 

Nil. 

11. 

Supply  of  drink¬ 
ing  water. 

Nil. 

23.  Prohibition  of 
heavy  work. 

Nil. 

12. 

Clothing 

accommodation. 

Nil. 

24*  First  j-.id. 

8 

• 

Other  matters. 

52 

Total 

163 

t . 

\  •  .#/.  - 
-  /  — 

*•»  - 

.  _  r  -  '  foe 

U. 

E\  Reported  .accidents. 

Wr~\kplace.  No.  Reported  Total  No. 

Action  Recommended. 

Fatal.  non 

Fatal 

investi- 
.  gated. 

Prosecution.  Formal  Informal  No 
Warning • advice  Act¬ 

ion 

Offices. 

Retail  Shops. 

Wholesale  shops. 
Warehouses. 

Catering  Ests 
open  to  public 
Fuel  storage 
depots 

13 

1 

2 

13 

1 

2 

1 

12 

1 

2 

Total 

16 

16 

-  1 

15 

. . . . contd. 
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.analysis  of  reported 

accident  s 

Retail  Shops 

.  "Wholesale 
Warehou  ses . 

Catering  estab:  Fuel  Storage 
open  to  public  depots, 

canteens . 

Machinery . 

1 

S 

Falls  of  persons. 

5 

1 

Stepping  on  or 
striking  against 
object  or  person. 

1 

Handling  goods. 

5 

1 

Use  of  hand  tools. 

2 

1.  Registration  and  In spcction. 


although  the  act  has  now  been  in  operation  for  more  than  4  years 
som^  employers  are  still  unaware  of  their  obligation  to  register  with  the 
local  authorities.  This  has  been  particularly  noticablo  where  business 
changes  have  taken  place  due1  to  redevelopment  or  amalgamation.  The 
apparently  high  number  of  new  Registrations  (41)  is  largly  due  to  this 
fact,  although  the  total  shows  a  reduction  of  47  on  the  previous  year. 

The  total  number  of  persons  employed  (3774)  is  236  below  the  figure  for  1967 
and  appears  as  a  result  of: 

a.  the  increases  in  Selective  Employment  Tax. 

b.  the  spread  of  supermarket  type  trading. 

c.  the  re-organisation  of  smaller  businesses  into  single 
premises  following  take-overs  or  amalgamation  of 
business  interests. 

Inspections  have  been  carried  out  a s  soon  as  the  change  is  discovered. 

In  many  cases  an  inspection  is  welcombed  by  employer  and  employee  ali,e, 
if  only  to  secure  the  Inspectors  approval  of  the  high  standard  of 
amenities  and  facilities  provided. 

2.  Operation  of  the  G-eneral  I  rovisions  of  the  iict . 

h°  general  provisions  appear  on  the  whole  to  be  working  effectively, 
exceptions  are:-  •  '• 

1.  failure  to  provide  an  4b s tract  of  the  ,ict  for  the 
information  of  employees,  this  is  because  it  is 
difficult  to  obtain  them  locally,  except  from  this 
department . 

2.  Enforcing  the  requirements  relating  to  cleanliness  of 
premises  (oec.4«)  and  the  condition  of  floors,  passages 

and  staircases  (Sec.  16)  items,  usually  associated 
with  older  typos  of  properties  and  occupied  sometimes 
by  professional  bodies  who  do  not  always  appreciate  that 
improvement  in  decoration  and  lighting  can  improve  staff 
efficiency. 

The  introduction  of  the  new  circular-on  lighting  standards  has  been 
most  helpful  in' securing  improvements. 

It  has  been  noted  th  t  the  employers  providing  the  highest  standard  of 
lighting,  heating  decoration  etc.,  are  to  be  found  in  larger  building 
societies  and  insurance  companies  premises. 


•  •  • 


contd. 


3.  accidents . 


The  majority  of  employers  are  by  now  aware  of  their  legal 
obligation  to  notify  accidents  involving  their  staff,  although 
occasionally  a  notification  is  delayed,  which  can  in  turn  make 
subsequent  investigation  difficult.  **11  accidents  are  investigated 
whenever  possible  within  21+  hours  of  the  receipt  of  the  notification. 
In  many  cases  the  remedy  is  self-evident  when  one  examines  the  cause. 

accident  notifications  in  1968  show  an  increase  of  5  over  the 
preceeding  year,  the  most  common  being  the  mis-handling  of  goods. 

Prosecutions . 

None  have  been  found  necessary  during  the  year  although  in  one 
instance  the  various  contraventions  were  reported  to  the  Public  Health 
Committee,  who  took  a  serious  view  of  the  matter  and  with  this  step 
ultimately  in  mind,  as  a  result,  conditions  improved  and  have  since 
been  maintained. 


Conclusions , 

In  my  opinion  the  *Act  has  functioned  satisfactorily  in  obtaining 
better  working  conditions  for  office  and  shop  employees  generally, 
something  which  was  long  overdue.  There  is  an  added  advantage  if,  when 
plans  are  in  preparation  for  new  office  and  similar  develipment, 
the  requirements  of  the  Met  are  discussed  so  that  they  can  be 
incorporated  at  drawing  board  stage. 

It  is  intended  as  far  as  possible  that  all  premises  shall  be 
visited  at  least  twice  during  each  year.  ihis  is  considered 
essential  if  only  to  keep  up  with  the  changes  referred  to  earlier. 


I  would  again  like  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  Chairman  and 
Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  and  also  to  the  Members  of 
my  Staff  for  their  continued  and  loyal  support  during  the  year, 
especially  as  the  department  is  under-staffed  at  the  moment. 


C.G-.H.  RICE 
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